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Item 8.01 Other Events

On June 27, 2008 we received a $5.0 million milestone payment from King Pharmaceuticals Research and Development, Inc, a wholly-
owned subsidiary of King Pharmaceuticals, Inc., pursuant to a License, Development and Commercialization Agreement between King and us, dated as of
October 30, 2007, for successfully achieving the primary end points in our pivotal Phase III study, AP-ADF-105.

A copy of the press release issued by us is being furnished as Exhibit 99.1.
Item9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits

Exhibit Number Description

99.1 Press Release of the Registrant dated June 30, 2008.




SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

ACURA PHARMACEUTICALS, INC.

By: /s/ Peter Clemens

Peter A. Clemens
Senior Vice President & Chief Financial Officer

Date: June 27, 2008




EXHIBIT INDEX
Exhibit Number Description

99.1 Press Release of the Registrant dated June 30, 2008.




PRESS RELEASE

Aﬂ% Acura Pharmaceuticals Contact:
Peter A Clemensz. SVP Investor Relations & CFO

847-703-T109

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ACURA PHARMACEUTICALS, INC. RECEIVES 55.0 MILLION MILESTONE PAYMENT

Palatine, IL, June 30, 2008: Acura Pharmaceuticals. Inc. (NasdaqCh: ACUR) today announced the
receipt of a 850 nullion mulestone payment from King Pharmaceuticals, Inc. for successfully achieving
the primary end points mn Acura’s pivotal Phase IIT study, AP-ADF-105. Compared to placebo, Acurox™
{oxveodone HCI and niacin) Tablers 5/30mg and 7.5/20mg both met the primary pain relief endpoint with
p=20001 and p=.0001, respectively.

Acurox™ Tablets contain a umque composition of the opioid oxveodone HCL miacin. and several
functional mactive ingredients and are mntended to relieve pamn wlile deternng common methods of
prescription dmg abuse.

About Acura Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

Arura Pharmaceuticals. Inc. 15 a specialty pharmaceutical company engaged in research. development and
manufacture of mnovative Aversion® {abuse deterrent) Techmology and related product candidates.

Forward-looking Statements

Certain statements in this press release constitute "forward-looking statements” within the meaning of the
Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, Such forward-loocking statements mvolve known and
unknown nisks. uncertainties and other factors which may cause our actual results, performance or
achievements to be matenally different from anv future results, performance, or acluevements expressed
or implied by such forward-looking statements The most significant of such factors include, but are not
limmited to, our ability, the ability of King Pharmaceuticals (1o whom we have hicensed our Aversion
Technology for certam opioid analgesic products in the United States, Canada and Mexico) and the abality
of other pharmaceutical companies, if any, o whom we mayv license our Aversion® Technology. to
obtain necessary regulatory approvals and commercialize products utilizing the Aversion® Technology,
the ability to avoid infringement of patents. trademarks and other proprietary nights of thard parties. and
the ability to fulfill the U.S. Food and Drug Admimstration’s ("FDA™) requirements for approving our
product candidates for commercial manufactuning and distribution 1n the United States, including, without
limmitation, the adequacy of the results of the laboratory and climcal studies completed to date and the
results of other laboratory and cluucal studies, to support FDA approval of our product candidates, the
adequacy of the development program for our product candidates, changes i regulatory requirements,
adverse safety findings relating to our product candidates, the risk that the FDA may not agree with our
analvsis of our clinical studies and may evaluate the results of these studies by different methods or
conclude that the results of the studies are not statistically significant. clinically meamngful or that there
were human errors 1n the conduct of the studies or otherwise, the risk that further studies of our product
candidates are not positive or otherwise do not support FDA approval or commercially viable product
labeling, and the uncertainties nherent mn scientfic research, drug development, cliucal trials and the
regulatory approval process. Other important factors that mayv also affect furure results mclude, bur are
not himted to: our ability to attract and retain highly skilled personnel; our ability to secure and protect
our patents, trademarks and proprietary rights; litigation or regulatory action that could require us to pay




significant damages or change the way we conduct our business: our ability to compete successfully
against current and fumre competitors; our dependence on third-party suppliers of raw matenials; our
ability to secure U.S. Drug Enforcement Admimistration ("DEA™) quotas and source the active ingredients
of our products in development; difficulties or delays in clinical tnials for our product candidate or in the
commercial manufacture and supply of our products: and other nisks and uncertainties detailed in this
Report. When used in this press release. the words "estimate,” "project.” "anticipate.” "expect.” "mtend.”
"helieve" and similar expressions are intended to idennfy forward-lookmg statements. You are
encouraged to review other important nisk factors relating to our operations on our web site at
www_acurapharm.com under the link, “Company Risk Factors™ and detailed in our filings with the
Securtties and Exchange Commuission. We assume no obligation to update any forward-looking
statements as a result of new information or future events or developments. Qur press releases may be
reviewed at www acurapharm.com.
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